[l =h

Ef

arry Wardman's career began and ended

in Brightwood, a neigh})orhood shaped
more l)y him than any other (leveloper. Much of
Brightwood was still forest and farmland when
Wardman hegan })uil&ing in this upper-northwest

Celebrating a Century of Wardman Row-House Neighborhoods

BRIGHTWOOD - FORT STEVENS RIDGE

The semi-detached, brick clweHings at Seventh and
Quaclaenbos Streets, part of the 700-house Fort
Stevens Ridge Colnplex that he Legan cleveloping in
1924, were among the last buildings he constructed
before his death in 1938. Today, Wardman’s mark
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Wordmon's Buildings in Brightwood/Fort Steveas Ridge, DC Building Permits Dotobase, Brion Kraft, compiler (above)

area of Wasl'lington at the turn of the century. Ouly
a few subdivisions had been platted, most along
Seventh Street Road (now Georgia Avenue), a long—
established artery that connected Washington City
with the District line. Forty years later, at the end of
Wardman's career, Brightwoocl had been transformed
into a {tu Jeve]opecl suburb of Wasl'lington.
Wardman's first houses, Legun in ear]y 1899, were
J,etachecl, Queen Anne cottages at Longfe“ow and
Ninth Streets.
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WARDMAN TO BUILD

Rittenhouse Street

500 Block of Ritenhouse Svest, NW {north side],
1924, Wardman ond Woggoman, orchitecs (cbove)

Kaiwon Tresvon! Celebrating His
Rittenhouse Street Home (inset)

‘The 1927 Boyd's Directory of the District of Columbia
shows hot Wardmon's eceny emigatd Enlsh
ieotveslved inth 500 bock of Rifenhouse teet,

several of whom worked for the developer's National

1,000 NEW HOUSES

Effort 1s in Fulfillment of
Promise at Rent Act
Hearings.

ot street

900-908 Longleliow Street, KW, 1906, Albert H. Beers, architec (obove ffy) R
Deteil, Longhellow Street, NW finser) w,,‘)%
4 ,

$350 Cash

Plot Plan for Houses ot Longfellow and Ninth Sireets, NW, 1906, Albert H. Beers, architect (above right)
555 Monthly

Typicl Front Elevtion, 5401-15 Eighth Stroet, NW, 1905, Nicholus 8. Grimm, orchitect (lfy)
Courtesy: Natonal Avchives, DC Building Pemits

The row f feestanding, wood-rome houses ofth southeest corerof Longfllow ond Nih Stees ar typical ofthe housestht Wordmon bl n

on Brightwood is evident not only in the sheer
number of dwenings that he constructed — with

their varying house types, architectural styles,

interior plans, and decorative details — but also

in the creation of “minor” streets like Roxboro,

Somerset, Tewlzsbury, and Seventh Place, whose

intimate scale provides a heightened sense of

community. Originally built as a covenanted
neighborhood, Fort Stevens Ridge is now home

to a diverse ethnic and cultural mix of residents.

Saist Reol st Mop, 1925 (lef)
Caurtesy: TheHistoricl oty of Woshington, DC

Thomas . Bones purchsed he fify

4 Quock the north

‘and south, and Fifth and Ninth Streets on the east and wes!, from the Fort Stevens
Terrace Company,In.in 1924, Therea etote map shows tht Wardmon began
construction of “Fort Stevens Ridge” — named for the celebrated Civil War fort ot
Thirteenth ond Quackenbos Street — shortly after he purchased the land. Wardman
developed Square 3199 fis,possibly because Ritenhouse it wos a mojor
thoroughfare and divided the property in olf.

“Wardman To Build 1,000 New Houses,” The Woshington Post, March 7, 1924
(forlef)
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“designed nsucha way os o prodoce a desiobleefect.” Wordman, however,wos frced
to buld semi detoched huses

“One Outstanding Featore,” The Woshington Star, April
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Wardman'sfirst houses that d are sl extant. 901 and g ), begun in early 1899, are direcly across 7, 1928 (above)
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the sireet from the Longfellow probably financed Y g tby houses of
5522 and 5524 Nint Sreet fo Edward and Harr McAler. Begun inthe early sring of 1899, the Mcleer houses were demolished in early 2005

“Fort Stovens Houses Being Sold Ropidly,”
The Waskington Post, November 13, 1927 (right below)

19~ 617 Somarset Ploce, NW, 1927, Mikron Meseobion, architec (right)

‘The high, semi-detached houses on the 600 block of Somersef Street (north side)

ALES PROVE THEIR VALUE poches thereby freein the bosement fo ther uss, The arages e atched ot
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desiable plcefo “reined peopeofaveroge means”

“Sales Prove Their Value® Advertisement,
The Woshington Stor, Februory 6, 1926 (above)

“Can You Do Better Than $55 for Six Rooms?” Advertisement,
The Washington Star, Juy 2, 1927 (above right)

mochanic, upholtre, e
and Lothro derk. Tdoy Kaiwon Trsvantproudlyshows of i Ritehouse Steethom,
whichwos th sls extbit house i he 1927 od
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laganttown houses,with assicllyinspired pediments,Polladion windows, o open Englsh front
porches with wrought o rfings Whie he houses in Sqore 3199 werebul ocording fo the

s ilt wit icted in the July 2, 1927 od.

Goutesy: The Mesrbion FmilyArhitctural Arcives

tronsporafo,schols,shopping, churches, and prks made th commurity o most

Wardman Company Expects
o Make Record in Dis- |
posing of Property.

MILD WEATHER HELPS|

Advertisement for For Stevens Ridge,
The Woshington Posi, March 15, 1929 (right)

During the lote 1920, ads for Fort Stevens Ridge featured
omicsstyle charactes hat emphasized the advantoges of
home ownership. As the Crash of 1929 loomed ever doser,
the fashionable flopper girl joined the conservatively

The Evring tar and The Woshington P dressed “chool marm,” who acted os wise dvice-giver o
affort fotry jcly. Ads focsed n the houses mony thelow the potetil homebuyer. Wardman'space of constructon m o
prics, i yer by bulding i . deceased dramaticlly in 1929, the yeor h decred s
Turingth Zoning His odvanloge, Wordman bonkrupey. Wordmon Consruction Company regrouped
boostd, “These semi-delochd h b for ¥ poy forapl during the Deprssio, oprating as Federol Construction WARDMAN
use.” Wardman had hi Jaring mil , which s Years Company and D.C. Developing Company. Nonetheless, afgrd H
Thor the developer did no ke being Wardmon slowly developed the emainng parcels in Fort IN FORT STEVENS
i the design of those arly h Stavens Ridge during the 19305 whil contining 1o buid
RosboroPloe. “The fis ones were sinqlrly uafrcivebut sold consroced. The price wes modest row andsngefomilyhouss s wollos smll
low.." ‘opariments in other areas of the cfy.
WARDMAN

Elevation and Plan for Four Houses o be Buil st the Southwest Corser of Madisan
and Thirteoath Sireets, June 10, 1934, Mibran Mesrobion, architec (below)

5472 - 5628 Tirteonth Street, NW, 1934, Mibvan Mescobisn, orchiec (riht)
Detail Showing Cast Stone Chimney Ornamention (rse)
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Floor plons for Seventh Pl Houses, March/Apri, 1934,

Wi Mestobion, architect (obove lef and right)

Detol, Preliminory Drawing for Houses af Seventh Pice between
Quackenbos and ittnbouse Sirees, NW, March/April 1934

Wibion Mestobion, architet (1 botom)

Coutsy: Mestobian Family rchiecurl Arcives

Rase 0. Jackson (ieh) ond Mikdred H. Thompsn
6109 Seventh Ploce, NW (left top)
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