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128138 ¥ Street, AW, 1905, Albert H. Boers, orchitect (above)

Raist Reol Estote Map, 1896, Shawing Minimol Development
in Bloomingdsle (right top)
ol Estute Map, 1907, Showing Bloomingdale
ly Developed (right bottom)
Courtesy: The Historical Society of Washington, DC
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3543 Quincy Stevet, WW, 1903
Wicholas R. Grimm, architect (above)

37 Quincy Streat, NW (showing double front doar)
(above right

Plun of Row-house Flats (rght)
Droving by Slly Bork

Architecture

he Bloomingdale neigh]:)orlloocl derives its

name from the nineteenth—cent—ury estate of
George and Emily Beale that was located near the
intersection of North Capitol Street and Florida Avenue,
NW. In 1889, after the death of the Beales, the land,
which ran from Florida Avenue to T Street, was platter].
for residential dcvelopment. The streets were laid out in
conformance with the I/Enfant grid. which was not the
usual practice for subdivisions prior to the Federal
Highway Act of 1893. Sold by Moore & Barbour
Rea]tors, prices for the lots ranged from $75 for a mid-
block site in the northern portion of the subdivision to

$200 for a corner site in the southern portion.

The Eclzington & Soldiers Home Railroad, Washington’s
first electric line which openecl in 1888, originating at
Mt. Vernon Square and Seventh Street, NW, was
extended north of Florida Avenue along North Capitol
Street to the entrance of the Glenwood Cemetery and

to Soldiers’ Home in 1894. Bloomingdale became
easily accessible to those employe(]. downtown and, within

a few short years, four more subdivisions were platted.

Between 1903 and 1908, War&man }milt 180 row
houses in Bloomingdale. Twenty-seven were row-house

flats; eighty were sing]ev{amily row houses, seventthhree

Single-Fam

131-141 ¥ Siros, KW, 1905, AlbertH. Boars, rchitet (right)
Rear of 131 ¥ Sireet, NW, Showing Sleeping Porch (inset)
Front Elevation, 131-141 V Street, WW, 1905,

Albert N Boers, orchitect (below neor right)

Plt for 131-141 ¥ Stveat, WW, 1905,

At H. Boers, orchiee (bolow coter)
Courtesy: NtinalArhives, DC Bulding Permit

The Eckinghan and Soldiers Home Reilrond, . 1891 (obove)
Gautesy: LoRoy 0. king Jr

Plon o Single-Formily Row House (below for right)

v Row Houses

Ce/e[)raﬁng a Century of Wardman Row-House Neiglzborlxoaa’s

BLOOMINGDALE

were {ront—porch row houses. During these years,
Wardman Loug]qt and sold properties on a &aily basis,
and in some instances, pro{'ited as little as $2OO per
house. His total profit for five years of work in
Bloomingdale was probably about $50,000, a tidy sum
at that time. But that was only a portion of his business,
for he was just as active in Columbia Heights and Mount
Pleasant cluring this periocl. By 19006, at the age of on]y
thirty-four, Wardman'’s reputation was such that his name

warranted mention on advertisements.

The Baist maps show that in 1896, two years after

the extension of the ’crolley line, deve]opmen’c in
Bloomingdale was minimal. By 1907, few vacant lots
remained. A year later, Wardman built his last project in

Bloomingdale.

Detail Fifteeath International Christian Endeavor
Convention Mo, 1896 (right)
Courtesy: Librry of Congress, Geogrophy and Mop Dvison
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farie number O Lwo-fiat-Rouass fis: sdiog that lessened iinmo!mwry of block-long rows ofidenticol houses. For the occupant, the bay
1 Pleasant and other purts of provided o much-esired oblique view down the sireet.

Decomber 1, 1903 (above)
Bureu of Prining.

The rowibeese  voars ol th
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introduced n 1897 by the WashinglonSanitry Improvement Company, whih wos founded thotyeor. A year earer, the
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Plon of Porch Row House (right)
el s N ok A o e s by e W e i e et bk 8 oo Rt e )

Draving by Saly Berk

N 14-66 Chonning Street, NW, 1908,
Albert . Beers, srchiect (fr right)

Detil of 2428 Narth Copitol Street, WW,
of Chaaning Sireet, 1907,
Albert H. Boers, orchitect (insst)

Rt o A endren Sleping porches, asignfureof Wordma's atfchd huses, served doo purposes. Outdoor
Whardman says that he does not consider Jeping we cons bercess o it

! the business situation generally. or the of lte-nineteenth America. In additon, the

buliding situation In particular, to be &

inlmical to the success of more houses of

the same plan. acomponied e utomoi.

“A Huadred More Two-Flot Houses ..., The Washinglon Post, fomily Wordnon hous inBlooningdel od for $4000. They pied

by carpenters, erks, managers, wotchmen, solesmen, bookkeepers, and employees of the

Front-Porch Row Houses

THE HOUSES THAT 1n1907, Florida Avenue. toit os “semi-suburban.” Four changes fo the
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i g L % :
symbal of soco stnding..
 os ing St Yord, o i satsian ot th Bureau f Lbor Staisic,ateacher ot the Mckiley Manul rining School, o trocturol engier
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‘While the two houses in the lef photo appear to be similar, they were, in fac, bult by different developers. 75 Seaton Street (right) was built
i Hichol n p ilipin 1902, and e’s s 5

75 Saaton Street, NW, 1904, Nicholas R. Grimm, oechitect (above)

20342036 Flagler Place, NW, 1905, Albert H. Beers, architect (deteil)
oboe igh

“The Hovses That Wordman Builds,* The Woshington Post, July 1, 1906
(above for right)
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Pastcard Photogroph of Q Stree, NE, 1911 (right top)

Postcard Photogreph of Trux

16121620 Nocth Capitl Sireet, NW, 1901, 8. Saley Simmons, orchitect; Middaugh & Shannon, developers (above eh)
Photograph c. 1949-1950 Coutesy:The HistorclSoityof Wosington, Wymer Cllecion

16121620 North Capitol Strest, KW, 1901, 8. Stanley Simmons, orchitec; Middaugh & Shunnon, developers (obove right)

Courtesy:Jary A Weloy Collcion, Willrd . Ros oot Photo Postrds

Grd, 1912 (right bottom)
Goutesy:Jrry A, MeCoy Cllecion, Willrd . Ross Rea Photo ostards
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Unit Block of R Street, NW, Showing Historic R Sireet” Bonser (above) oday — mast of The demolion that
i ily ot the f North Capitol Street and Florida A
Bloomingdale Residents, June 20, 2005 (lfy) accommodote commuter roffic. ’
Residents of Bloomingdole foke pride in their century-old neighborhood and
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locoted near the center of Washington, yet s surprisingly quiet. The houses hove o a
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curb oppeal, ore situated on big lots, ond are well built. Allis testoment fo the

for Emily Beale's fother, Revolutionary Wor commodore Thomas Truxton,
In the trodition of 'Enfant, it was intended to mark the intersection of

o art of th ariginl B

k for the residents of the neighborhood and,

aviabledveling fype

wo mojor thoroughfores — North Captl
3 the volue of the lots. Built in 1900, the

1946 for the widening of North Copitol Siree.




