Wardman Buildings in Calumbio Heights, DC Bailding Permits Datobos

Fagode and Detuil, 3209 — 3213 Thirteenth Sireet, NW, 1902,
Nicholas 8. Geimm, aechitect (above and inset)

Fagods, 1231 ~ 1241 Girard Stroet, NW, 1902, Nicholes R. Grimm, orchitect (right)

“Sensational Valve, Columbia Heights Home, 54,800, Reol stote Advertisement for
3002-3022 Eleventh Sivst, The Evening Star, Moy 19,1904 (ight top)

solt, compller (above)

ardman contributed enormously to the

llousing stock of Columbia Heights, an
area lOllg Consic{erec]. a }lealt}ly place to live }Decause
of its higher elevation, pleasant breezes, and cooler
temperatures — a welcome relief from the malaria-
ridden summers of swampy downtown Washington.
With abundant trolley service, including the Four-
teenth Street, Eleventh Street and Georgia Avenue
lines, and with municipal infrastructures in place
l)y the early twentieth century, c].evelopers })egan a
{renzied pace of l)uilcling. Between1902 and1 913,
Wardman built 650 row houses in the neigl'll)or]'lootl,
most with front porches in the Colonial Revival
style‘ Nearly half of these row houses are located
in the Holmead Manor subdivision, bounded Ly
Monroe, Fourteenth, and Spring Streets, and
Holmead Place; all were designed by Albert Beers.

ite News.

$500 Cash,

Defil, 3400 Block Fourteenth Sireet of Meridion
Sirnet, NW, 1908, Albert H. Beers, axchitee (above)

“A MASTER PRODUCTION, Real Estete Adverfisemen,
The Evening Stor, Moy 23, 1908 (right)

g

Ce/el)rating a Century of Wardman Row-House Neiglxl)orlzooa]s

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS

At the start of World War I, as large parcels of land
became scarce in Columbia Heights and land prices
increased, Wardman turned to apartment ]Juilc].ing.

The map shows that these higher-c{ensity units (colored
green) are concentrated west of Fourteenth Street, while
the row houses (colorecl orange) are situated mainly east

of that major artery.

During the late nineteenth century, as the large estates
of the Peters and Holmead families were subdivided and
platted, investors envisioned an exclusive suburb to
compliment the imposing mansions that dotted the hilly
area overlooking the original city. However, Wardman
responded to the critical shortage of housing for the
person of average means by building rows of generously
sized and Well—appointed attached houses. He thus
propellecl Columbia Heights into one of Wasl'lington's
InOSt desirakle Sll})llrl)a.n residential areas {()r tl’le lnl(](]le
class. With the majority of Wardman })uilc{ings still
remaining, Columbia Heights is testament to the

developer’s insistence on quality clesign and construction.
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Right on I4th Street, I~ Newton N.W

Only

3400 Block Fourtoenth Sireet, NW, 1908,
Albert H. Boers, architect (above)

*Price $7,500," Shonnon und Luchs Advertisement,
The Evaning Ster, May 22, 1909 (right)

SHANNON & LUCHS, 74 13th St. NW.
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fihe  Boers y herow house. By
 Lochs Realors, whose od i individal varctions,espcilly bove the cornice e, the

lorgeMaftinglyestoe requred bold odvertsig.Ho ire S

3002-3022 Eleventh Street, KW, 1906, Nicholas R. Griom, architc! (for right) limed thot“MR. HARRY WARDMAN® wos constructing “the only home o s kind evr billin h ique.As pper ariginaly o presti-
Americn” Jus twoyears earler, the modest Moore and Hill ad for Vicorian style row houses on become incrasi fthe b least Price, $7.500

Wordman's start i ia Heights came in 1902, when he built 3209 - 3213 Thirteenth Street for  In 1904 Wordman began building for himself in Columbio Heights, on the 1400 block of Lomon Street. He, Eleventh Street i . The cocky Wardman alo svitched th d level 1l the grond old

prominent rel estotedevelopr Lovis . Breuninger (1859-1942) Th Horfod County, Marylond ke Breuninger, insistd on ualty of designand consiucion nd i o des architecs, eplaing copoble Nicholos Grimm viththe tlented Albert Beers, whose Coloniol Revval- ~ housessuffred ing the rios thl inatonof e d

i i philanthropi i ing houses in o simil ian style. A d Hill reol d fr % i d style front porch row houses dominate the tract. The Fourteenth Street floor plans were wider and Martin Luther King, J. in 1968. Many of the houses are being restored, missing front
k. The brick ond Thirteenth d Girard ing for Wardman's houses af Eleventh and Irving Sreets. Stafing tht the houses were seling quicky, os highly show a g y si hall i
iy th sly his i s oy Fisies e e s bl and kichen,with d third ohi Wordmon ond Albert B
apable designers, skiled cafsmen,and superior mateils. Designed by Nicholos . Grmm, they proxinity o cosly mansons nd thei good value, s “hereof dh 1o Bloomingdale
L d door panels,dossically d i or Norheast s chrocter for such  low price.”

SPRING ST

2608

»
H910;

Baist Reol Estate Maps for 1925, 1903 and 1896 (Supplement),
Showing The Mattigly farm and I Development

(aboveand op, e fo right)

Gaurtesy: The Historicl Society of Wstinglon, OC

The Arcodie Amesoment House and Market, 19205 (obove)
Courtsy: DC Public Library, Woshingfoniana Division

“To Build Smll Houses,” The Woshinglon Posi, February 9, 1908 (above right)
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Wardman,vorking ropidlyfom the south ofthe propery tothe noth, hod fuly developedthe
lond by 1912. The Washi Toss o heatingly db
whichhod ben o istorcand pcuresque oatreofthe oren formany years. Butprogress on
upper inev he trlle ded from Pork Rood o

Houss. The dvelopr purchsed the remainder ofthe Matigly farm neatly 191

Hevation for 2901-2923 Sherman Avenue, KW,
1912, Horry Wordmas, Owner and Builder (abore)
Caurtesy: Natonal Archives, C Buiding Permits

3301- 3323 Sherman Avenve, AW, 1911
Albert H. Beers, architect (lefi)

100 DecalurStret in 1907. The old car born become o popular market and omusement house.
called the Arcodio.

1300 Block Newton Streel, NW, South Side, 1907,
Albert H. Beers, architect (above)

112 HOUSES ¥OR SALE.

Wartian Development on_Celumbla

et One o st Oteigs. Albert . Besrs, arcitct (oboe igh)

Sleeping Porch, 1300 Block of Spring Rood, NW,
South Side, 1911, Albert W, Boers, orchitect (inset)

1300 Black of Newlon Street, MW, North Side, 1908,

NG RAPIDLY
14TH STREET

dTv] 15 GrROW
NORTH |ALONG

Lite of Closey Bufh-Up Thorfughi

*City i Growing Rapidly North Along 14th Street” with
Photographs Shawing Maridias Sireet and Grading ot
Wabster and 14th Siroe, The Evening Stor, March 27, 1909
farofy)

The Evening Stormarveld o the rapid pace o development an
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bining a i iecing bay, the latter g 0 hallmark of the earlier style. The
ubiquitous rear sleeping porch is one feature thot all of the houses hove in common.
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700 Block of Habart Place, NW, Soath Side, 1912-13,
Frank Russell White, architect (for Joft)

“112 Houses For Sele,” The Washington Post,
May 12,1912 (above left)

Baist Reo Etote Mop, 1925, showing Hobar ace
(above igh)

O, i Sl B ol Vs W /), Detail, 1300 Block Otis Siret, NW, South Side,
1909, Albert H. Boers, orchitedt (right)

quore 2888 whi
Columbia Road, Georgia Avenue, and Harvard Street, part of o working-class, mixed-face neigh-
borhond. i

W, 1911, Albert H. Boers, orchitect (inset)

vidih, the on 1897 Although Beers hod died (olumbio Heights Residents, 1350 Parkwood Place, NW,
sudenly in 1911, imilartes inhis dsigns for 3301-3323 Sherman Avenue (1911) with the 1910, Albert . Beers, aechiteet (frright)
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